December 25, 2018
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY (II AND III)

INTRODUCTION
On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh, Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels; John's gospel tells of the Word that dwells among us, full of grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made flesh—in the people of God gathered together as the body of Christ, and in the meal around the holy table. We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim this good news to all the ends of the earth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who shines in glory,
clothes us in compassion,
and bears gifts of mercy for all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins with confidence in God's promise of forgiveness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, wonderful counselor,
we confess that we have turned from your gifts
and chosen our own way.
We have not made room for you
in our hearts or in our world.
We have lived in fear;
we have not welcomed the stranger;
we desire gifts that will not endure.
Forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
and open us to receive the peace of Jesus
dwelling in and among us.
Amen.

God's lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior.
We are saved, not by anything we have done,
but by God's mercy poured out on us richly.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Through the Spirit living in you,
God give you faith to trust Jesus,
who is Love born for you, now and always.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
II — All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

OR
III — Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
II — Alleluia. A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and a- | dore the Lord.* For today a great light has come up- | on the earth. Alleluia.

OR
III — Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for | all the people:* to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi- | ah, the Lord. Alleluia. (Luke 2:10-11)

II — READINGS AND PSALM
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11)
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12
The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until he reestablishes Jerusalem. In turn, they will receive names full of promise: Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord, a City Not Forsaken.

6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
	I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
	they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD,
	take no rest
7and give him no rest
	until he establishes Jerusalem
	and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
8The LORD has sworn by his right hand
	and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
	to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
	for which you have labored;
9but those who garner it shall eat it
	and praise the LORD,
and those who garner it shall drink it
	in my holy courts.
10Go through, go through the gates,
	prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
	clear it of stones,
	lift up an ensign over the peoples.
11The LORD has proclaimed
	to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
	"See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
	and his recompense before him."
12They shall be called, "The Holy People,
	The Redeemed of the LORD";
and you shall be called, "Sought Out,
	A City Not Forsaken."

PSALM: Psalm 97
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11)

1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice;
	let the multitude of the | isles be glad
2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD,
	righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God's throne.
3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD,
	burning up enemies on | every side.
4Lightnings light | up the world;
	the earth | sees and trembles.
5The mountains | melt like wax
	before the Lord of | all the earth.
6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD,
	and all the peoples | see your glory.  R
7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods!
	Bow down before the LORD, | all you Gods.
8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice,
	because of your judg- | ments, O LORD.
9For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth;
	you are exalted far a- | bove all gods.
10You who love the | LORD, hate evil!
	God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them
	from the hand | of the wicked.  R
11Light dawns | for the righteous,
	and joy for the hon- | est of heart.
12Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous,
	and give thanks to God's | holy name.  R

SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7
God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy and salvation who graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews our lives through the Holy Spirit.

4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20
The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. The glory of God is revealed to poor shepherds, who share the good news with others.

1[In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.]
	8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This was be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
	15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethleham and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
	20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

iii — READINGS AND PSALM
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. (Ps. 98:3)
Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]
John 1:1-14

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10
A messenger races home to Jerusalem with the marvelous words: "Your God reigns!" In comforting the people, God proves to be the best brother or sister (redeemer) they have ever known. Everyone will witness the victory (salvation) of God.

7How beautiful upon the mountains
	are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
	who announces salvation,
	who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
	together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
	the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
	you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
	he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
	before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
	the salvation of our God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. (Ps. 98:3)

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
	whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
2O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
	you have revealed your righteousness
in the sight | of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
	all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;
	lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.   R
5Sing to the LORD | with the harp,
	with the harp and the | voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
	shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.   R
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
	the world and those who | dwell therein.
8Let the rivers | clap their hands,
	and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
	who comes to | judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
	and the peo- | ples with equity.   R

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]
This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus' preeminent status as the Son through whom God created the world and through whom our sins are cleansed. God speaks to us now through the Son, who is exalted even above the angels.

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
[5For to which of the angels did God ever say,
	"You are my Son;
		today I have begotten you"?
Or again,
	"I will be his Father,
		and he will be my Son"?
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
	"Let all God's angels worship him."
7Of the angels he says,
	"He makes his angels winds,
		and his servants flames of fire."
8But of the Son he says,
	"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
		and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
	9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
	therefore God, your God, has anointed you
		with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."
10And,
	"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
		and the heavens are the work of your hands;
	11they will perish, but you remain;
		they will all wear out like clothing;
	12like a cloak you will roll them up,
		and like clothing they will be changed.
	But you are the same,
		and your years will never end."]

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14
The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who reveals God to be "full of grace and truth."

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
	6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
	10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
	14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
As heaven and earth rejoice, let us pray for the needs of the church and all the world.
A brief silence.
We give you thanks for the body of Christ in every land. Your people stand for peace and joy, like sentinels on the mountain. We pray for continued wisdom to live your will. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for this beautiful world—for waterways, deserts, forests, and prairies; for creatures large and small; for plants that feed and offer shelter. We pray for continued good care of our earth, our home. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for the many nations on earth—for people who teach us new ways to dance and to sing; for languages that help us learn new names; for unfamiliar foods and spices. We pray for a sense of adventure. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give you thanks for those who see the struggles of neighbors and offer help. We pray for newborns and the aged; for those who are in mourning and those who fight depression; for refugees and homeless people; for those with no one to accompany them in their final days; and for those we name in our hearts or aloud (a brief silence). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We thank you for our sisters and brothers in faith—for all people of the book; for seekers and questioners; for skeptics and the resolute. We pray that your generous Spirit will comfort and challenge us throughout the coming year. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died (especially). As you cradle your people in your merciful arms, bring us at last with all the saints into life eternal. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Holy God,
your beauty shines forth from the manger
and your love flows from the cross.
As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us,
warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in need.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table where Christ meets you.
Eat, rejoice, and be glad!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of wonder,
in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near.
As you have come among us now,
send us out in joy, hastening to share
the good news of your love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
O God,
whose grace and truth are revealed
in the Word-made-flesh,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
Nourish and strengthen
those who receive this holy communion,
that through the body and blood of your Son
all may rejoice at his birth
and in his presence among us now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
God the Creator who delights in you,
Jesus the Savior who is born for you,
and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you,
+ bless you and keep you in hope and peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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