October 28, 2018
TIME AFTER PENTECOST — LECTIONARY 30

INTRODUCTION
Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by addressing Jesus as "Son of David" he is making a politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers-that-be? Bartimaeus won't give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus' question, "What do you want me to do for you?"

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the + holy Trinity,
the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven,
+ God's love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God's people
who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The Lord will rescue me from every e- | vil attack* and save me for the heav- | enly kingdom. Alleluia. (2 Tim. 4:18)

READINGS AND PSALM
Jeremiah 31:7-9
Psalm 126
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom ("Israel" or "Ephraim") and its restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied.

7For thus says the LORD:
	Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
	and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
	proclaim, give praise, and say,
	"Save, O LORD, your people,
	the remnant of Israel."
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
	and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
	among them the blind and the lame,
	those with child and those in labor, together;
	a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
	and with consolations I will lead them back,
	I will let them walk by brooks of water,
	in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
	for I have become a father to Israel,
	and Ephraim is my firstborn.

PSALM: Psalm 126
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5)

1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
	then were we like | those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
	Then they said among the nations,
	"The LORD has done great | things for them."  R
3The LORD has done great | things for us,
	and we are | glad indeed.
4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD,
	like the watercourses | of the Negeb.
5Those who | sowed with tears
	will reap with | songs of joy.
6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,
	will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.  R

SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In contrast, Jesus is God's Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.

23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:46-52
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus' identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him "Son of David" in the Gospel of Mark.

46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 49Jesus stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; get up, he is calling you." 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let me see again." 52Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Longing for God's will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
Holy and faithful God, make your church complete through the redeeming work of Christ, our great high priest. Set us apart for holy action, and reform this world through us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Satisfy the needs of your creation through clean, flowing water, especially in dry and barren places. Bring rainfall in due measure, and let life blossom from it. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Set your compassion in us, and draw our attention to people who are too often neglected. By their leadership, teach us how vast and powerful your mercy is. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gather those who are suffering, and make well-being and salvation take root in their lives. Bring hope to those who are sick or suffering in any way today (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Pour out your Spirit on this assembly through word, water, bread, and wine. Continually reshape us to be a community of welcome for people from near and far. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Let your grace be made known through the witness of saints who share your good news (like the apostles Simon and Jude, whom we commemorate today). Increase our faith until your word flows freely from us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of life,
you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
and make us one with you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy and compassionate God,
in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life
in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice
of healing and justice to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, you took the form of a servant,
offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength
to a sick and hurting world.
Anoint with a servant heart
those who take your word and sacrament
to our sisters and brothers
in their homes/in prisons/in hospitals.
Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope
to those who feast on your body and blood
and receive your words of new life.
May we all recognize that we have a place and a home
in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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