
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members and Friends of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 

St. Mark’s has been abundantly blessed over the years and continues to be a hallmark of God’s grace and love  
in San Francisco. We have been on a path the past few years to ensure the future of St. Mark’s for our children 
and for generations to come. 

This is our third and final year of our capital campaign journey. This campaign calls each of us to commitment 
and generosity, rejoicing in the delight of being a part of moving Forward In Faith, being Lifted by (God’s) 
Love and Building Community. 

The clear objectives of our 2018 Annual Stewardship Appeal and Capital Campaign is to uphold the ministries 
and mission of St. Mark’s and enhance our hospitality well into the future. 

To God be the glory! 
 

What is the Forward In Faith: Building Community 
Campaign? 
Forward In Faith: Building Community, a continuation 
of our Forward in Faith Lifted by Love campaign; is an 
opportunity for you to participate more fully in God’s 
mission in and through St. Mark’s. As we prayerfully 
prepare to make our financial stewardship 
commitments, let us keep these thoughts in mind: 

• What dreams and hopes do we want to pass 
on to the next generation? 

• How do we want to make a difference for 
Christ in our community and the world 
through the mission and ministry of 
St. Mark’s? 

• How do we see God at work through our 
Forward In Faith: Building Community 
Campaign? 

 
What financial stewardship commitments are 
being asked for in this campaign? 
Forward In Faith: Building Community has TWO 
PURPOSES and TWO PLEDGES: 

• The first commitment is a one-year Annual 
Stewardship pledge to support the General 
Operating Fund for 2018. The General 
Operating Fund supports the day-to-day 
ministries of our congregation. 

• The second commitment is a pledge, OVER 
and ABOVE our Annual Stewardship 
commitment, to support three exciting and 
much needed capital projects. A tithe (10%) 
of what is raised for our capital campaign will 
be given to the ELCA to support the Always 
Being Made New denominational Campaign. 
This is our last year of the capital campaign. 

 
What capital projects will be funded by Forward In 
Faith: Building Community and what are the costs? 
The FEW project (Floors, Elevator, Windows) is funded 
by our capital campaign: 

• New wood flooring in our beautifully 
renovated and retrofitted Sanctuary to 
improve safety, and restore the floor to its 
original specifications. The floor has been 
paid, $382,000.  

• An elevator to improve accessibility and our 
ministry of welcoming. The elevator is 
estimated to cost $1,297,000. 

• Restoration of the stained glass windows 
throughout the church building to secure the  
facility from potential water damage, and  
maintain these significant features of our  
historic church. The estimate for restoring  
the stained glass windows is $183,000. 

 



 
What is the ELCA Always Being Made New 
Campaign? 
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the 
ELCA seeks to raise $198 million in support of 
new and expanded churchwide ministries around 
the world. This is the first campaign of this 
magnitude for the ELCA. Pastor Elizabeth serves 
on the Campaign Steering Committee! 

The objectives of the campaign include: 
• Renewing Congregations … $8 million 
• ELCA New Congregations … $4 million 
• Disability Ministries … $4 million 
• ELCA Fund for Leaders … $15 million 
• Youth and Young Adult Ministries … $4 

million 
• ELCA World Hunger … $115 million 
• ELCA Malaria Campaign … $15 million 
• Global Ministries … $7 million 
• International Leaders – Women … $4 

million 
• Missionaries and Young Adults in 

Global Mission … $22 million 
 
St. Mark’s has a culture of tithing (giving 10% 
of our capital campaigns) to a ministry 
beyond our doors.  This is a way to “model” 
our Christian understanding of the biblical 
stewardship we profess. The congregation 
approved tithing to the ELCA Campaign. 

What are the financial stewardship goals of 
Forward In Faith: Building Community? 

• You are encouraged to prayerfully 
consider increasing your 2018 Annual 
Stewardship Commitment to the 
General Fund by 5% to 10%. 

• Commitments to our Capital Campaign 
need to be OVER and ABOVE current 
giving. Over the three years, we hope to 
raise $2.1 million, or more, for our capital 
projects and tithe to the ELCA. 

 
Every household will receive a personalized 
Forward In Faith: Building Community Prayer and 
Commitment Packet. Packets will be available at 
worship on October 8 and October 15. Packets 
not picked up will be mailed. The packet will 
include information, inspiring thoughts about 
Christian generosity, and a commitment form to be 
returned in worship on Commitment Sunday, 
November 5. 
Commitments can also be made electronically on 
St. Mark’s website, www.stmarks-sf.org. 

 
Are my gifts tax deductible? 
Yes. Gifts are tax deductible if you itemize when 
filing your tax return. If you have questions, 
please contact your tax advisor. 

 
Can my gift be matched by my employer? 
It may! We encourage you to check.  
 
Can I give appreciated stock or from other 
assets? 
Absolutely. Stock needs to be transferred to the 
church through a broker. Do not sell stock and 
give the proceeds or you will not qualify for tax 
saving opportunities. If you need assistance with 
donating stock or making a gift from an asset, 
please contact the church office. 

 
Who sees my commitment amount? 
Your commitment amount is strictly confidential. 
Our accountant records your commitment. 
Amounts are not shared with members of the 
Council or Stewardship Committee. Only the 
Lead Pastor receives this information. 
 
How can I prepare for Forward In Faith: 
Building Community?  

Pray.  Be informed.  Be engaged. 


