
The Rev. Ronald W. Moe-Lobeda

For the past 20 years, Pastor Ron Moe-Lobeda served University Lutheran Church in 
Seattle where he devoted his ministry to building community among the members of the 
congregation, nurturing a ministry of hospitality to those who were homeless in the  
community, engaging the ecumenical community in cooperative ministries, and  
advocating for justice and peace through a statewide interfaith network.  Prior to this 
tenure, Pastor Moe-Lobeda was the Associate Pastor at Luther Place Memorial Church 
in Washington DC for 10 years where he served this congregation in developing N Street 
Village, an 8-story facility that provided 51-units of affordable housing, along with many 
supportive services for women who were homeless.  He also was called to serve at Luther 
Place as the chaplain to the Lutheran Volunteer Corps which was founded by the  
members of this congregation.  Following his graduation from Pacific Lutheran  
Theological Seminary in 1984, Pastor Moe-Lobeda's first call was a 3-year term call as an 
Associate Pastor at Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church in Seattle.  Prior to completing his 
seminary education, Pastor Moe-Lobeda served for 6 years as a full-time Youth  
Minister—2 years for the Northeast Seattle Lutheran Youth Association, and 4 years at 
Christ Lutheran Church in Tacoma, Washington.
 
While at Christ Lutheran, Pastor Ron met his wife, Cynthia Moe, and they were married 
in August, 1981.  Their two sons, Leif (29) and Gabe (26), were both born in Washington 
DC and currently are residing in Renton, Washington.  Leif and his wife, Emily, are the 
parents of grandson Erik, with another child soon to be born at the end of February.   
Pastor Ron moved to Berkeley this past summer to join Cynthia (Dr. Moe-Lobeda) who 
came to Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in the fall of 2015 as the Professor of  
Christian Ethics.  This month they purchased a home in Richmond.   

Pastor Ron enjoys vegetable gardening, watching movies, dining with friends, and  
writing letters to editors.  He is the author of "The Mystery of Eve and Adam: A Prophetic 
Critique of the Monarchy" (2012).  Pastor Ron is thrilled to be considered for a call to St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church as the Associate Pastor and welcomes the opportunity to serve 
with this congregation in striving for justice and peace in all the Earth.

January 13, 2017

Dear St. Mark’s Members:

Greetings to you in this New Year! As Council President, I am writing with exciting news.  
After 16 months of prayerful and intentional work, the Call Committee has recommended 
a candidate for the Associate Pastor position.  Pr. Ron Moe-Lobeda’s name was presented 
to the Church Council on January 8 by Dr. Margaret McLean, chair of the Call Committee.  
The Church Council unanimously affirmed the recommendation. 

The Council is calling a Special Congregational meeting for January 29 to vote on  
extending a call to Pr. Moe-Lobeda and to approve his compensation package.  January 29 
is also the day of the St. Mark’s Annual Meeting. Both meetings will take place after the 
11:00 service. Pastor Moe-Lobeda and his spouse, Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, will be present 
on Sunday, January 22 for you to meet.  We included a brief biography on the back of this 
letter for your perusal. 

As the Council prepares the 2017 budget, we are only able to offer Pr. Moe-Lobeda a 
three-quarter time position.  Thus, in accordance with Sierra Pacific synod guidelines and 
based on his experience, Pastor Moe-Lobeda’s compensation includes the following: 
 
Salary/Housing: $79,646
SSI: $6,093
Benefits: $19,239
Total: $104,978

With the anticipated call of Pastor Moe-Lobeda and the addition of Director of Operations 
Winnie Heslin in fall 2016, we hope and pray that St. Mark’s will be fully staffed in 2017 
for the first time in recent years. While we celebrate the gifts our new staff bring, we are 
also called to support them through our giving. 

If you have not yet turned in your 2017 financial pledge, please do so via the St. Mark’s  
website: www.stmarks-sf.org.  Your pledge is a tangible sign of thanksgiving to God  
working through the St. Mark’s community. I am also excited to announce that two  
anonymous donors have committed to give an additional $100 for every pledge received 
between now and January 22, up to a total donation to the general fund of $2,000!

I look forward to seeing you in worship between now and January 29.  I am available for  
questions and comments as is any member of the Church Council.  We have much to be 
thankful for as a congregation.  We will certainly extend our thanks to Pastor Tita and 
plan to celebrate her once we know the outcome of the meetings on January 29.

Warmly,

Matt Helland
St. Mark’s Council President


