October 27, 2019
TIME AFTER PENTECOST—LECTIONARY 30

INTRODUCTION
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us. All creation stands in need of God's forgiveness. Keep the faith. God's people—"all who have longed for his appearing"—shall be accounted righteous for Jesus' sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For all this the assembly glorifies God forever.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the strength of our ancestors,
the host of this meal,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper,
we confess the many ways
we have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent.
Put your trust in these promises:
God will never leave you or forsake you.
You who were lost have been found.
For the sake of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. All who exalt themselves | will be humbled,* but all who humble themselves will | be exalted. Alleluia. (Luke 18:14)

READINGS AND PSALM
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
Sirach 35:12-17 (Alternate)
Psalm 84:1-7
Happy are the people whose strength is in you. (Ps. 84:5)
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God's power, and to heal their land by sending life-giving rain.

7Although our iniquities testify against us,
	act, O LORD, for your name's sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
	and we have sinned against you.
8O hope of Israel,
	its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
	like a traveler turning aside for the night?
9Why should you be like someone confused,
	like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us,
	and we are called by your name;
	do not forsake us!
10Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,
	they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the LORD does not accept them,
	now he will remember their iniquity
	and punish their sins.
19Have you completely rejected Judah?
	Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
	so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
	for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,
	the iniquity of our ancestors,
	for we have sinned against you.
21Do not spurn us, for your name's sake;
	do not dishonor your glorious throne;
	remember and do not break your covenant with us.
22Can any idols of the nations bring rain?
	Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O LORD our God?
	We set our hope on you,
	for it is you who do all this.

FIRST READING (ALTERNATE): Sirach 35:12-17
The author of this wisdom book urges his audience to give generously to God. He also asserts that God is a just judge who does not show partiality but listens to the prayers of the oppressed and the poor.

12Give to the Most High as he has given to you,
	and as generously as you can afford.
13For the Lord is the one who repays,
	and he will repay you sevenfold.
14Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it;
	15and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;
for the Lord is the judge,
	and with him there is no partiality.
16He will not show partiality to the poor;
	but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.
17He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan,
	or the widow when she pours out her complaint.

PSALM: Psalm 84:1-7
Happy are the people whose strength is in you. (Ps. 84:5)

1How dear to me | is your dwelling,
	O | LORD of hosts!
2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD;
	my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God.
3Even the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young,
	by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God.
4Happy are they who dwell | in your house!
	They will always be | praising you.   R
5Happy are the people whose strength | is in you,
	whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims' way.
6Those who go through the balsam valley
will find it a | place of springs,
	for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.
7They will climb from | height to height,
	and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.   R

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who is now facing death. Though others have let him down, Paul is sure of his faith in the Lord, who has stood by him and lent him strength.

6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
	16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14
The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled.

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Hope of the world, come to us and be in the midst of your church. Forgive our iniquity and set us free. Set our hope on you, that our mission will indeed be yours. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The whole creation sings out in joy. You care that the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest. Give us that same love for the world you share with us and all creatures. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Happy are those whose strength is in you. Set the hearts of world leaders upon your justice, so that all people live in peace and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Our souls long for you. Stand by us and encourage us. Give your mercy, healing, and justice to those who are sick and suffering (especially), that in our longing we will know your rescue and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Faithful Reformer, you make all things new. Reform your church so that our life together bears witness to your unmerited love for all. Free us from sin and write the law of love on our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
How lovely is your dwelling place now and forever. We remember with thanksgiving your saints at rest in your eternal peace (especially). By their witness, strengthen us for the living of these days. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
God our provider,
we bring nothing into this world
and we can take nothing out of it.
Accept the gifts you have first given us,
which we bring to your table,
and with them the offering of our lives.
Nourish us now with the life that really is life,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come, take your place at the feast.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of blessing,
at this table we have seen you face to face,
and in the gift of Christ's body and blood,
our hearts have been refreshed.
Send us now to shine with your goodness
and bear witness to the one we have received:
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, 
offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength 
to a sick and hurting world.
Anoint with a servant heart 
those who take your word and sacrament 
to our sisters and brothers 
in their homes/in prisons/in hospitals.
Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those 
who feast on your body and blood 
and receive your words of new life.
May we all recognize that we have a place and a home 
in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

BLESSING
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
Almighty God + bless you with grace, mercy, and peace,
now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.
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