June 24, 2018
TIME AFTER PENTECOST — LECTIONARY 12

INTRODUCTION
Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in the storm, the boat almost swamped; but Jesus is here now, and when we call him he will calm the storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him as they would to their creator. We also listen to him and are called to believe in the power of God's word in him, a power greater than all that we fear.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.

Trusting God's promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Now is the accept- | able time;* now is the day | of salvation. Alleluia. (2 Cor. 6:2)

READINGS AND PSALM
Job 38:1-11
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
You stilled the storm and silenced the waves of the sea. (Ps. 107:29)
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

FIRST READING: Job 38:1-11
At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation, describing God's ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty.

1Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:
	2"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3Gird up your loins like a man,
	I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

4"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
	Tell me, if you have understanding.
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
	Or who stretched the line upon it?
6On what were its bases sunk,
	or who laid its cornerstone
7when the morning stars sang together
	and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?

8"Or who shut in the sea with doors
	when it burst out from the womb?—
9when I made the clouds its garment,
	and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10and prescribed bounds for it,
	and set bars and doors,
11and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
	and here shall your proud waves be stopped'?"

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
You stilled the storm and silenced the waves of the sea. (Ps. 107:29)

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,
	for God's mercy en- | dures forever.
2Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
	that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3gathering them in | from the lands;
	from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
23Some went down to the | sea in ships,
	plying their trade | in deep waters.  R
24They beheld the works | of the LORD,
	God's wonderful works | in the deep.
25Then God spoke, and a stormy | wind arose,
	which tossed high the waves | of the sea.
26They mounted up to the heavens and descended | to the depths;
	their souls melted away | in their peril.
27They staggered and | reeled like drunkards,
	and all their skill was of | no avail.
28Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD,
	and you delivered them from | their distress.
29You stilled the storm | to a whisper
	and silenced the waves | of the sea.  R
30Then were they glad when | it grew calm,
	when you guided them to the harbor | they desired.
31Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
	and your wonderful works | for all people.
32Let them exalt you in the assembly | of the people;
	in the council of the elders, let them sing | hallelujah!  R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is graciously working for our salvation.

1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
	"At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
	and on a day of salvation I have helped you."
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:35-41
Jesus' calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and chaos. The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life's turbulence.

35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] "Let us go across to the other side." 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" 39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?" 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God's merciful compassion as we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Empowering God, you call your church to boldly proclaim your day of salvation. Bring unity to the faithful and provide opportunities for collaboration as we bring your good news to the world. Let the youth of our churches hear your love for them (as they gather in Houston this coming week). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you call forth life from the swirling waters of chaos, and you pour out water that nourishes the earth. Send forth ample rain for crops to flourish. Speak peace wherever homes, towns, businesses, and lands are damaged by hurricanes, floods, and tropical storms. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Powerful God, come to the aid of all nations and leaders who fear storms of conflict, violence, or injustice (especially). Raise up advocates and peacemakers to speak truth and hope into the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Saving God, grant endurance and comfort to all who suffer affliction, hardship, hunger, violence, or sleepless nights of pain or anxiety. Give your promise of healing to all who long for salvation (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Covenant God, you call us by name and claim us as your own. We pray for those who prepare for baptism, those who have recently been baptized, and all who are called by baptism into lives of proclamation and service. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal God, we give thanks for all the saints who have commended themselves to you in every way and who have endured in faith (especially John the Baptist). Bring us at last to the acceptable time of salvation for all creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
O God of tender compassion,
as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly
to share the gifts of this table
with our sisters and brothers
who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
May they be sustained by the love and prayers
of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
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