January 7, 2018
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

INTRODUCTION
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind moved over the waters. Both Mark's gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit's movement that distinguishes Jesus' baptism from John's. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God's beloved children and setting us on Jesus' mission to re-create the world in the image of God's vision of justice and peace.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Loving God,
we confess that we have turned from your way
to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times
we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all;
we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start,
so that we can live again as your children. Amen.

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God's love never runs out.
God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now:
Your sins are forgiven,
for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved,* with whom I | am well pleased." Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)

READINGS AND PSALM
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life.

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

PSALM: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
	ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God's name;
	worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
	the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
	the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  R
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
	the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
	and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7The voice | of the LORD
	bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness;
	the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  R
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the | forests bare.
	And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, "Glory!"
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
	the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11O LORD, give strength | to your people;
	give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  R

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John's baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3Then he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's baptism." 4Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus." 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
Mark's gospel reports the story of Jesus' baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people to forgive sins, ending violence and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you will cause all creation to thrive in the care of good stewards, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas of the world suffering from war (especially), that you will bless all people with plenty, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and suffering, the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving (especially), that Christ our great physician will soothe and console all in need, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our local community, (for those baptized this day,) and for this congregation, that in our joys and sorrows we remember that we are God's beloved children, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to believe the good news of Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
receive the gifts we bring,
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy;
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O Morning Star, fair and bright,
you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—
today, tomorrow, every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love
and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
May these gifts be signs of our love and prayers,
that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ,
all may know your grace and healing
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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