May 22, 2016
THE HOLY TRINITY

INTRODUCTION
"O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!" Today we celebrate the name of God: holy blessed Trinity. There is no other day quite like this one in the church’s year. There is no other god like ours. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Just and gracious God,
we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.
Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you.
Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds,
forgive us our sins,
and free us to love,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The apostle Paul assures us:
"When we were dead in our trespasses,
God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross."
Jesus says to you, + "Your sins are forgiven."
Be at peace, and tell everyone
how much God has done for you.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ALTERNATE)
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the | LORD of hosts;* God's glory fills | the whole earth. Alleluia. (Isa. 6:3)

READINGS AND PSALM
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Your glory is chanted above the heavens. (Ps. 8:2)
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

FIRST READING: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
In the Bible, wisdom has many faces. It is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes divine. Often, it is personified as feminine. In this passage, Woman Wisdom is depicted not only as the first creation of God but also as God's helper, rejoicing in God's creation, especially in human beings.

1Does not wisdom call,
	and does not understanding raise her voice?
2On the heights, beside the way,
	at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3beside the gates in front of the town,
	at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
4"To you, O people, I call,
	and my cry is to all that live.
22The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, 
	the first of his acts of long ago.
23Ages ago I was set up,
	at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
	when there were no springs abounding with water.
25Before the mountains had been shaped,
	before the hills, I was brought forth— 
26when he had not yet made earth and fields, 
	or the world's first bits of soil.
27When he established the heavens, I was there,
	when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above,
	when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
	so that the waters might not transgress his command,
	when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
	and I was daily his delight,
	rejoicing before him always,
31rejoicing in his inhabited world
	and delighting in the human race."

PSALM: Psalm 8
Your glory is chanted above the heavens. (Ps. 8:2)

1O | LORD our Lord,
	how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens
out of the mouths of in- | fants and children;
	you have set up a fortress against your enemies,
	to silence the foe | and avenger.   R
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
	the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
	human beings that you should | care for them?   R
5Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
	with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
	you have put all things un- | der their feet:
7all | flocks and cattle,
	even the wild beasts | of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
	and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9O | LORD our Lord,
	how majestic is your name in | all the earth!   R

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-5
Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we have peace with God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God that we experience through Christ's Holy Spirit.

1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

GOSPEL: John 16:12-15
Jesus' ongoing presence with the disciples will be borne by the coming Spirit, who will guide them and communicate to them Jesus' will and glory.

[Jesus said:] 12"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you."

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
Rejoicing in the triune God, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
O Lord our sovereign, your name is majestic in all the earth. Enliven your church by your Spirit to live into the name bestowed on us in baptism. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Wisdom, we praise and thank you for the mountains and hills, the earth and fields, the skies above, the fountains of the deep, and your delight in the human race. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Peace-bringing God, the nations of the world are ever and always dependent on the peace that only you give. Guide the leaders of nations to make choices that lead to peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Spirit of truth, heal us, reconcile us, break the bonds of the oppressed, give sanctuary to refugees, end the exile of those who are marginalized, and pour your love into all hearts. Especially we pray for . . . . Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Father of Jesus, keep us mindful of how we use the names of others. Keep us from bearing false witness, and help us honor your name above all others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
O God, you have called the saints your own. Gather us, with them, into your kingdom, in the promise of life forever with you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you, 
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, as a mother comforts her child,
so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms
and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.
Send us now as your disciples, 
announcing peace and proclaiming
that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
O God of tender compassion, 
as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, 
bless those who leave this assembly 
to share the gifts of this table 
with our sisters and brothers 
who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
May they be sustained by the love and prayers 
of this community, 
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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