March 22, 2016
TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK

INTRODUCTION
As the great Three Days draw near, some communities gather each day of Holy Week for worship. Paul proclaims Christ crucified as the wisdom and power of God. Jesus speaks of the grain of wheat that falls into the earth and dies in order that it may bear fruit. We die with Christ in baptism that we may be raised with him to new life. We will celebrate this great mystery of death and resurrection at the Easter Vigil later this week.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who brings us safely through the sea,
who gives us water from the rock,
who leads us into the land of milk and honey.
Amen.

Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful Father,
we have sinned against heaven and before you.
We do not fully live as your sons and daughters.
We use your gifts to our own ends.
Forgive us and restore us,
that we may resist all that draws us away from you,
and be at peace with one another. Amen.

We are reconciled to God through Christ;
for his sake, God does not count our trespasses against us.
Once dead in sin, we are now alive to God.
Once lost, we now are found.
God clothes you in the finest robe of all,
the righteousness of + Jesus Christ,
forgiving you all your sins
and making of you a new creation.
Amen.

OR

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who brings us safely through the sea, 
who gives us water from the rock, 
who leads us into the land of milk and honey. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For self-centered living,
and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For longing to have what is not ours, 
and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For misuse of human relationships, 
and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For jealousies that divide families and nations, 
and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, 
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For hurtful words that condemn, 
and for angry deeds that harm: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, 
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us
and gives us the power to proclaim
the mighty acts of the one who called us
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow cold in your service, and that we may not fail or deny you in the time of trial, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
May I never boast of | anything* except the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ. (Gal. 6:14)

READINGS AND PSALM
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 71:1-14
From my mother's womb you have been my strength. (Ps. 71:6)
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 12:20-36

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7
Here the servant Israel speaks for herself and acknowledges herself as God's secret weapon. Called like Jeremiah and John the Baptist before her birth, the servant is not only to restore Israel itself, but the servant's ultimate assignment is to bring news of God's victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task.

1Listen to me, O coastlands,
	pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LORD called me before I was born,
	while I was in my mother's womb he named me.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
	in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
	in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, "You are my servant,
	Israel, in whom I will be glorified."
4But I said, "I have labored in vain,
	I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
	and my reward with my God."

5And now the LORD says,
	who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
	and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
	and my God has become my strength—
6he says,
"It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
	to raise up the tribes of Jacob
	and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
	that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

7Thus says the LORD,
	the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
	the slave of rulers,
"Kings shall see and stand up,
	princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
	the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."

PSALM: Psalm 71:1-14
From my mother's womb you have been my strength. (Ps. 71:6)

1In you, O LORD, have I | taken refuge;
	let me never be | put to shame.
2In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me free;
	incline your ear to | me and save me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me safe;
	you are my crag | and my stronghold.
4Deliver me, my God, from the hand | of the wicked,
	from the clutches of the evildoer and | the oppressor.   R
5For you are my hope, | O Lord GOD,
	my confidence since | I was young.
6I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother's womb you have | been my strength;
	my praise shall be al- | ways of you.
7I have become a por- | tent to many;
	but you are my refuge | and my strength.
8Let my mouth be full | of your praise
	and your glory all | the day long.   R
9Do not cast me off in | my old age;
	forsake me not when | my strength fails.
10For my enemies are talk- | ing against me,
	and those who lie in wait for my life take coun- | sel together.
11They say, "Pursue and seize that one whom God | has forsaken;
	because there is none | who will save."
12O God, be not | far from me;
	come quickly to help me, | O my God.
13May my accusers be put to shame and | waste away;
	let those who seek my misfortune be engulfed by scorn | and reproach.
14But I shall always | wait in patience,
	and shall praise you | more and more.   R

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
To the world, the word of the cross is silly, because it claims God's power is most fully revealed in complete, utter weakness. For those who are being saved, however, the word of the cross unveils God's true wisdom, power, and source of true life.

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
	"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
	and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.
	26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

GOSPEL: John 12:20-36
Knowing that his hour has come, Jesus announces that his death will be an exaltation. God's name will be glorified when his death draws people to new life.

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
	27"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 34The crowd answered him, "We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 35Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light."
	After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them.

OFFERING PRAYER
God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone,
but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts,
which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who thirst, all who hunger,
come and be filled with the goodness of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, we thank you for gathering and feeding us 
as a mother hen embraces her young. 
Release us now to go on our way in these forty days,
ready to see our work as prayer,
ready to fast from complacency,
and ready to share with those in need;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Eternal God,
whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord,
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament
with our sisters and brothers
who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those to whom we bring this communion
in the body and blood of your Son,
that we may all feast upon your abundant love
made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of God Almighty,
the wisdom and power of + Christ Jesus,
and the light of the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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